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History of the Book
Piety in Pieces
How Medieval Readers Customized their Manuscripts
Kathryn M. Rudy
This is a brilliant contribution to the field of the materiality of Medieval manuscripts which
currently emerges as a highly important intersection of art history, codicology, cultural studies and
history of devotion.
— Henrike Lähnemann, Chair of Medieval German Literature and Linguistics, University of Oxford

Piety in Pieces is a scholarly work of high quality that makes multiple original contributions to
the fields of codicology, paleography, book history, media studies, reception theory, material culture,
and the study of religious and devotional practices in the late Middle Ages and early Renaissance.
The book is structured around a series of close-up examples which constitute a practical guide
for understanding manuscripts in all of their complex materiality. Especially impressive is Rudy’s
willingness to deal with the “afterlife” or “long life” of the manuscript, that is, the notion of the
book as more than just the result of one fixed moment in time but an accumulation of decisions
over many years—decisions that reflect changing tastes, devotional trends, and very human fears
and desires linked to memory, time, and the hope for salvation. This book is essential reading for
scholars and advanced students of medieval manuscripts, since it offers essentially new understandings of their production and audience.
— David S. Areford, Associate Professor of Art History, University of Massachusetts Boston
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In the Lands of the Romanovs
An Annotated Bibliography of First-hand English-language Accounts
of the Russian Empire (1613-1917)
Anthony Cross

Visit
the socially
enhanced version
on Wikiversity

This is no mere booklist but an exercise in critical bibliography, detailed and interesting to read as
a text: each entry is accompanied by information on the author and Professor Cross’s reflections
on the book in hand. Practically, all the entries depend upon ‘first-hand’ knowledge—in historians’
parlance, they are primary sources. [...] Only a specialist with the greatest expertise (not me)
could find omissions or mistakes in this book. But I find it hard to believe that much has escaped
the painstaking scrutiny of Professor Cross.
— John George Kendall, Reference Reviews

Over the course of more than three centuries of Romanov rule in Russia, foreign visitors and residents produced a vast corpus of literature conveying their experiences and
impressions of the country. The product of years of painstaking research by one of the
world’s foremost authorities on Anglo-Russian relations, In the Lands of the Romanovs is
the realization of a major bibliographical project that records the details of over 1200
English-language accounts of the Russian Empire. Ranging chronologically from the accession of Mikhail Fedorovich in 1613 to the abdication of Nicholas II in 1917, this is the
most comprehensive bibliography of first-hand accounts of Russia ever to be published.
Providing full bibliographical details and concise, informative annotation for each entry,
this substantial bibliography will be an invaluable tool for anyone with an interest in contacts between Russia and the West during the centuries of Romanov rule.
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Related Titles
From Dust to Digital
Ten Years of the Endangered Archives Programme
Edited by Maja Kominko

The Sword of Judith
Judith Studies Across the Disciplines
Edited by Kevin R. Brine, Elena Ciletti and Henrike Lähnemann

Privilege and Property
Essays on the History of Copyright
Edited by Ronan Deazley, Martin Kretschmer and Lionel Bently
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